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Synopsis

Miri is the non-twin child in a family with two sets of them--older brothers and younger sisters. The
family has just moved to an old farmhouse in a new town, where the only good thing seems to be
Miri’s ten-sided attic bedroom. But when Miri gets sent to her room after accidentally bashing her big
brother on the head with a shovel, she finds herself in the same room . . . only not quite. Without
meaning to, she has found a way to travel back in time to 1935 where she discovers Molly, a girl her
own age very much in need of a loving family. A highly satisfying classic-in-the-making full of

spine-tingling moments, this is a delightful time-travel novel for the whole family.

Book Information

Paperback: 224 pages

Publisher: Bloomsbury USA Childrens; Reprint edition (May 1, 2009)

Language: English

ISBN-10: 159990358X

ISBN-13: 978-1599903583

Product Dimensions: 4.9 x 0.7 x 7.4 inches

Shipping Weight: 5.6 ounces (View shipping rates and policies)

Average Customer Review: 4.7 out of 5 starsA A See all reviewsA (85 customer reviews)

Best Sellers Rank: #247,367 in Books (See Top 100 in Books) #307 inA Books > Children’s Books
> Literature & Fiction > Historical Fiction > United States > 1900s #1290 inA Books > Deals in
Books #5735 inA Books > Children’s Books > Science Fiction & Fantasy > Fantasy & Magic
Age Range: 8 - 12 years

Grade Level: 3 -7

Customer Reviews

Eleven-year-old Miriam (Miri) Gill is different. As a middle child in a family with two sets of twins ---
Ray and Robbie, Nell and Nora --- Miri feels left out. When her family moves into a new place out in
the valley, on land that used to be a working farm, Miri misses her old friends. But at least she’s
happy to have a room of her own --- until she sees her bedroom.Miri’s room is in what used to be
the attic; the steps leading up to it are small and narrow, and the windows are weird-looking. But
worst of all, the wallpaper is ugly. Her mother has promised to replace the wallpaper, with its dark
purple stripes and vines with orange leaves, with something prettier. In her attic bedroom with the
dreadful wallpaper, Miri finds herself even more apart from the rest of her family.To amuse herself,

Miri spends time in front of the pink-tinted bathroom mirror pretending to be a "Wolf Princess" and



arguing with her twin brothers. One day she gets into a fight with Robbie and Ray. When Robbie
trips her, she breaks her glasses. To retaliate, she hits Ray over the head with a shovel and is sent
to her room, where she finds a piece of glass taped to the wall.The glass appears to be a lens from
an old pair of glasses. When she lifts the lens to peer through it, her journey through time begins.
Miri is standing in her bedroom, but it has changed. The wallpaper is different, and she is staring
into the face of a girl who looks vaguely familiar. The girl tells Miri that her name is Molly Gardner
and the year is 1935. Miri remembers from history class that America was in the midst of the Great

Depression in 1935. After seeing how bleak life was back then, Miri wants to help Molly.
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